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NEWS AND NOTES
The honor system has been adopted at the University of Wis-

consin. Following discussions for the past five months the faculty
recognized the petition of the students and devised rules of pro-
cedure. It applies to graduates and undergraduates alike, excepting
only the Law School.

The next convention of the National Educational Association
will be held at St. Paul July 4-11.

By a recent law in the state of Connecticut vocational guidance
is now a part of the school system.

The triennial convention of the International S. S. Association
will be held in Chicago June 23-30, 1914.

A recent bulletin of the U. S. Bureau of Education is compiled
from consular reports on Industrial Education in Germany.

A hundred high school students in North Dakota recently passed
the state examinations in Bible Study and will receive credit for
their work.

The Fitchburg plan of Co-operative Industrial Education is dis-
cussed by Matthew R. McCann in a bulletin of the U. S. Bureau of
Education.

Citizenship training and civic education is receiving the present
attention of the U. S. Bureau of Education in a comprehensive
study of this whole problem. The National Municipal League and
other organizations interested are co-operating.

The Baptist Bulletin, published at Los Angeles, contains a min-
utely worked out standard for Baptist Sunday Schools in Southern
California. Any one who would like to examine a new scheme for
young people's work would do well to write to the publishers, en-
closing four cents in stamps.

Frederick K. Noyes is the author of a pamphlet on Teaching
Material in Government Publications. It is published by the U. S.
Bureau of Education. The literature is classified by subjects, and
the extent and variety of this teaching material is apt to be some-
what surprising to the great majority of readers.
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igo RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

The college of education of the University of Minnesota is insti-
tuting a new plan of one-week courses for teachers, on the analogy
of the short-course plan of the agricultural colleges. The plan is
commended by Dr. Claxton, U. S. Commissioner of Education, as
well worth investigation by other universities. Such courses would
be very helpful to Sunday School workers who could get away from
home or from business for the short time necessary.

"A List of Books Suited to a High School Library" is the title
of a catalogue compiled by the University High School of Chicago
and issued by the U. S. Bureau of Education. Bulletin No. 35, 1913.
The list is extensive and of wise selection.

The College of Education at the University of Minnesota has
two courses on Religious Education this year. One was given last
semester on History of Religious Education, and the other is being
given this semester on Principles of Religious Education.

William Jewell College, Missouri, allows thirty-six hours in
Bible course out of the 192 hours for the A. B. degree, and has now
arranged so that twelve hours, to be deducted from the Bible course
hours, may be elected in the new department of Sunday School
Pedagogy.

An interesting description of a Tennessee country-life high
school is contained in Bulletin No. 49, 1913, of the U. S. Bureau of
Education. The Farragut School is the title of this inspiring ac-
count of how the country people responded to the call for an edu-
cation suited to their needs.

"The Education of the Immigrant," Bulletin No. 51—1913—of
the U. S. Bureau of Education, is a pertinent and suggestive word
for Americans. It is an abstract of papers by experts, and in view
of the dangers pointed out by Prof. E. A. Ross in his recent articles
in "The Century," is worthy of careful consideration.

Courses on Religious Education are to be given this summer in
the Divinity School of the University of Chicago: by Professor
Soares, Organization of Religious Education, Principles of Relig-
ious Education, and Religious Education of the Adult; by Profes-
sor Hoben, The Church and the Boy, and Religion and Play.

Newly naturalized immigrants in Los Angeles, Cal., are in-
structed in the responsibilities of American citizenship through the
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NEWS AND NOTES 191

social center. "Recognition day" services are held at the close of
each term of school. Says the social center report: "All the new
citizens who have received their second papers within the six months
are specially invited to a banquet given by prominent citizens as hosts.
Later there is a public meeting in the Auditorium. The program
consists of addresses by leading citizens, city, county, and state
officials; patriotic music; motion pictures, and the ceremony of ex-
tending the right hand of citizenship."

One of the schemes for uniting school life and home life more
definitely is the plan for giving credits for home work. One of the
latest of these plans is that in operation in the high school of St.
Cloud, Minn. From one to three credits out of a total of sixteen to
eighteen required for graduation may be given for certified home
work. The various tasks are accredited from J/i toJ4 unit. Below
are a few of those for which credit is given: music or public speak-
ing, work in any of the trades, agriculture or stock judging, nursing,
vacation travel with written description, dressmaking, faithful
work in the home, swimming, making a canoe or boat, caring for an
automobile, sleeping in the open air, keeping a savings bank account.

Under the leadership of Dr. John A. Rice, the First M. E.
Church, of Fort Worth, Texas, has adopted a thoroughgoing edu-
cational program. One feature of their work is what might be
called a Church Institute on Wednesday evenings, somewhat sim-
ilar to the Des Moines type of Institute. Committee meetings gather
at 6145, worship begins at 7130, Bible Study Lecture 7 -.45, and at
8:15 those in attendance divide into separate classes in separate
classrooms with trained teachers giving the following studies: Intro-
ductory Bible Study, Church History, Psychology and Child Study,
Missions and Social Service. 140 are enrolled in these classes and
80 are also enrolled in a Bible course given on Tuesday mornings.
This church also has three parallel services on Sunday mornings: A
Sunday Kindergarten and Nursery, for all up to seven; a Junior
Church, for all up to fifteen, both of which are conducted at the
same time as the regular church service.

The Sunday School Council of Evangelical Denominations will
meet in extra session in the Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia, at
10 A. M., Wednesday, April 22,1914. The purpose is to hold "a con-
ference on the administrative methods of Sunday School lesson
selection between the Sunday School Council and the International
Sunday School Association." This official conference will be pre-
ceded on Tuesday by a meeting of the Joint Committee on Reference

D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

by
 [

U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 o

f 
H

ud
de

rs
fi

el
d]

 a
t 1

5:
39

 0
9 

Ja
nu

ar
y 

20
15

 



192 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

and Counsel representing both organizations. It will be followed
on Thursday and Friday by a general conference on "the contents
and character of Sunday School lesson courses." Each denomina-
tion is asked to send at least two delegates to the special meeting of
the Council, and to invite as many of their representatives (including
lesson writers and others not members of the Council who may be
especially interested or informed on Sunday School work) as each
denomination may desire, to attend the subsequent general confer-
ence on Thursday and Friday following.

As indicating the educational work of the Y. W. C. A. there are
42,000 girls and women enrolled in 171 cities in day or evening
classes. Each of 65 associations has an enrollment of more than
100 students, several of them registering from 1,500 to 2,000. In
each of 14 cities over 500 students are registered. Two fifths of the
girls are in day classes, and the rest in evening classes. There are
26,400 students in household arts.

A new possibility of development in the moving pictures is seen
in a circular sent out to the clergy by the Lubin Manufacturing Co.
of Philadelphia, inviting them to submit scenarios or synopses of
stories suitable for motion picture production. Liberal pay is prom-
ised for those accepted. The circular presents to the ministers an
appeal to accept this plan for getting their messages much more
widely circulated than would be possible only through their efforts
from the pulpit.

The Missouri Sunday School Association, through its College
Conference oh Religious Education, has issued a 26-page report on
methods for promoting interest in Sunday School work in the vari-
ous types of institution represented in the conference and outlining
curricula for teacher-training in these institutions. The committee
who have prepared the report have performed their work admirably.
They describe and criticise the methods in other states, and present
what seems to them the best method for Missouri. The report
covers practically everything that has been done in that field, cover-
ing in some detail both correspondence work and work done in res-
idence. The report may be obtained by writing and sending stamps
to Rev. J. P. O'Brien, D.D., College Dept. Supt, 4128 Campbell
St., Kansas City, Mo.

The Business Men's Association of Joliet, 111., recently made a
study of the work of the public schools of that city and presented
two resolutions to the Board of Education. The first expressed
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NEWS AND NOTES 193

their desire for more time to be given to the studies known as the
"common branches" both in the graded and the high schools. The
second resolution read as follows: "We further suggest that your
committee work to install in our schools at the earliest convenience
the subject, 'Character Building.' We further state that in bringing
this subject out, the best way would be to instruct our teachers to
speak to the children every Friday afternoon of the week on the
necessity of their attendance at religious service the following Sun-
day, wherever their parents desire."

Attention is called to the Child Life Conferences proposea by
the American Institute of Child Life. These conferences are to be
local in character, and are for the purpose of bringing the Institute's
experts to the service of parents'and others who have charge of chil-
dren. The conference, which is arranged by a local advisory council,
assisted by the officers of the Institute, lasts from three to five days
and is intended to touch important phases of child study and child-
hood activities.

Community music is the latest in co-operation. The pastor of
a church in Locust Valley, N. Y., found that the church, the school,
and the young people's organizations were spending a total of about
$1,300 per year for music without getting the best results. At his
suggestion they pooled their funds and secured for $100 a month
the services of a competent music director who spends two days a
week in Locust Valley, organizing and directing the music for the
church and school, training a children's choir, giving monthly
musical entertainments, and developing a choral society.

A series of institutes for teachers, farmers, and patrons of the
schools has been conducted by Thos. M. Sattler, commissioner of
schools for Jackson county, Mich. Each institute lasts all day and
evening, and talks are given on farm management and economy by
an expert agriculturist, talks on education, interspersed by read-
ings, music, or other forms of entertainment. All those attending
take dinner and supper together, at which all get acquainted and
talk over farm and school problems. These institutes have done a
great deal toward awakening interest in education, and also toward
getting the teachers acquainted with .the educational work being
done in the homes.

One of the most remarkable of recent large gifts for the work of
the churches is the announcement of Andrew Carnegie's donation
of $2,000,000 for the promotion of international peace through the
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194 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

efforts of the churches. The administration of the fund is left in
the hands of a board of trustees consisting of some of the most
eminent religious leaders of the United States. Protestant, Jew,
and Roman Catholic are included. The plans and methods of carry-
ing out the wish of Mr. Carnegie have not yet been announced, but
one of his suggestions is that a part of the income be devoted to
international exchanges of eminent preachers. When war shall
have been abolished, the fund shall be devoted, by vote of the trustees
then living, to whatever cause they regard as best serving the wel-
fare of mankind.

"Community Advisor" is the title of a newly-created position
in the University of Illinois. It is a form of extension work which
looks upon the community as a whole as the real unit through which
to work. The leadership in a movement of this kind naturally falls
to the dominant organization, whether educational, religious, social,
or civic; in this case it is the university. It is an interesting experi-
ment, to say the least, seeking to assist the local community to de-
velop its own resources. R. E. Hieronymous, formerly president
of Eureka College, and secretary of the Educational Commission of
the state, has been appointed to the position.

Illiteracy in the U. S. is the subject of a recent report by Dr.
Claxton, U. S. Commissioner of Education. He declares it a na-
tional disgrace, that there are 5,000,000 men and women in the
United States who cannot read or write, and that the condition can
be remedied before the next census if the co-operation of the states,
school officers, and educational institutions can be secured. He is
asking Congress for $10,000 to start the work, which would mean a
saving of $500,000,000 a year, according to his statement. In view
of the recent developments in the intra-mural schools for criminals,
it is plain that there would be an enormous saving to the country in
the cost of crime alone if illiteracy could be wiped out. Increased
productiveness due to education is an item so large that it can only be
guessed roughly.

A promising extension of the city-institute plan of teacher-train-
ing is seen in a campaign by the Colorado State Sunday School As-
sociation to make this work statewide. The aim of this movement
is to get the public-school men of the state into the Sunday School
work of the churches. The start is made by inviting all the ministers
and high school teachers together for conference, to be followed by
a public meeting of all public-school and Sunday School officers and
teachers, Y. M. C. A. and Y. W. C. A. leaders. A dean and a prin-
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ARTICLES IN CURRENT PERIODICALS 195

cipal or business manager are next appointed, and enrollment begins.
The course of study is presented to all church-school and public-
school teachers and officers who can be interested, as well as to
parents and pastors. The course covers four years' work, each being
divided into two terms of fifteen weeks each. In every instance
these schools should be for the purpose of providing all the churches
of the community with efficient religious and moral instruction for
all the children, just as public schools furnish secular instruction.
The whole plan looks forward to such an elevation and standardiza-
tion of Sunday School work as will justify the state schools in allow-
ing certain credits for the same.

The work of instituting special courses in Religious Education,
agreeable to the plan suggested in "Declaration of Principles" of the
R. E. A. in 1912, goes on steadily in all parts of the country. Two
of the most interesting recent developments are at Otterbein Uni-
versity, Westerville, Ohio, where a distinct department of Religious
Education has been established with courses in Bible, Missions,
Child Study, Principles of Education, Educational Psychology, and
Principles of Religious Education; and at Wesleyan College, Macon,
Ga., Professor Goodrich C. White has a course in Religious Educa-
tion, which is correlated to the work in the department of Bible and
of Education in the College.

Work in Religious Education will be offered during the coming
session of the Summer School of the South as follows:

1. Moral and Religious Education. A series of lectures cover-
ing three weeks, given by Dr. H. H. Home, professor of Education,
New York University.

2. The Church and Country Life. A series of lectures and con-
ferences on the rural church, given by Rev. O. F. Wisner of West
Lafayette, Ind., extending over three or six weeks.

3. The History of Religion. A course covering three or six
weeks, given by Rev. Wisner.

4. A Course in the Beginning of Christianity. A series of
lectures covering three weeks, presented by President Harris
Franklin Rail, Iliff School of Theology, Denver, Colo.

5. The Master Teacher. A course of lectures on the method and
content of the teachings of Jesus, covering three weeks, by Presi-
dent Rail.

The session of the school extends over the six weeks beginning
June 23 and closing July 31. The lectures given above will part of
them be given the first three weeks and part the second three weeks
of the session.
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